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Green Agenda for WB: the 
force of abbreviations - EIP, 

WBIF, CBAM, etc…
• Basics, political context and resources, 

• Involvement of WB and EU environmental CSOs, 

• Potential for involvement of "non-environmental" 
CSOs, 

• Case study: LIFE program and WB







Major EU-WB processes relevant to green
transition:

• EU enlargement and approximation process

• The Energy Community Treaty and Secretariat Since July 2006. Its key 
objective is to extend the EU internal energy market rules and principles to countries in 
Southeast Europe, the Black Sea region and beyond on the basis of a legally-binding 
framework.

• Berlin process, the Western Balkans Investment Framework (WBIF), 
The Transport Community,….etc.,

• the Green Agenda for the Western Balkan (GAWB), and the GAWB 
Action Plan,

• CBAM

• FOR COOPERATION OF CSOs: EESC Western Balkans Follow-up 
Committee and Joint Consultative Committee (JCC) for countries



EU accession process and EP 
enlargement resolutions:

• „STRASBOURG — At the plenary session held on November 23,2022, the 
European Parliament adopted the resolution on the new EU enlargement 
strategy, proposed by MP Tonino Picula from the Group of Socialists and 
Democrats (S&D), with 502 votes in favor, 75 votes against, 62 
abstentions.”

• The enlargement reports are the European Parliament’s response to 
the annual Commission reports on the candidate and the potential 
candidate countries for EU accession. Resolutions adopted in plenary 
represent the European Parliament's official position as regards EU 
relations with these countries.

https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/policy/eu-and-western-balkans_en






„Invite the Regional Cooperation Council to coordinate, in 

close cooperation with regional sectoral organisations and 

relevant authorities of the WB economies in charge of policy 

areas covered by the Green Agenda for the Western Balkans, 

the preparation of an action plan with roadmaps for 

implementation of this Declaration and to establish an 

effective and efficient monitoring system.”

NOTE: Sofia Declaration DO NOT MENTION CIVIL SOCIETY!



EU-Western Balkans summit, 
Brdo pri Kranju, Slovenia, 6 
October 2021

• The EU will provide €9 billion worth of grant funding through 10 investment 
flagships. In this way the EIP aims to:

• spur long-term economic recovery

• accelerate a green and digital transition

• support regional cooperation

• foster convergence with the EU

• The EIP will also help attract public and private investments, backed by the 
Western Balkan Guarantee Facility, which has a potential to mobilise €20 billion.

• The EU support is linked to tangible progress on the rule of law, socio-
economic reforms and adherence to European values, rules and standards.



Brdo declaration

• „The Western Balkans partners reiterate their dedication to European 
values and principles and to carrying out necessary reforms in the 
interest of their people. The EU welcomes the restated commitment of 
the Western Balkans partners to the primacy of democracy, fundamental 
rights and values and the rule of law, and to sustaining efforts in the 
fight against corruption and organised crime, support for good 
governance, human rights, gender equality and the rights of persons 
belonging to minorities. (…)”

• „An empowered civil society and independent and pluralistic media 
are crucial components of any democratic system and we welcome and 
support the role they play in the Western Balkans.”







“DECLARATION ON ENERGY SECURITY AND 
GREEN TRANSITION IN THE WESTERN 

BALKANS”, BERLIN PROCESS, 2022.

• The Declaration “stipulates that commitment to the European Green Deal and 

improved regional cooperation will be further “conceptualized, supported and 

monitored” within the framework of the Energy Community and aligned with 

the European Green Deal”.

• The leaders of the six countries have committed to expanding the development 

of renewable energy sources and implementing and using the regional system 

established in the Energy Community for issuing and trading guarantees of 

origin.

• NOTE: Berlin Energy Declaration DO NOT MENTION CIVIL SOCIETY, CIVIL 

ENERGY, OR ENERGY COMMUNITIES IN THE CONTEXT OF LOCAL 

COOPERATIVES!







• Involvement of WB and EU environmental CSOs

• EU GREEN 10

• WB „NGO Forum”









Transition will be just or
there will be no transition?

• „just energy transition”

• „leave no one behind”



WHAT ABOUT IT IS?

- COAL MINERS NEW JOB, OR

- LAND AND RESOURCES APPROPRIATIONS, OR

- FAIR ACCESS TO GRID OR CAPITAL?







SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY ENERGY FOR ALL!



Search of „Balkan happy couple with big house”, Google offers:



SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY ENERGY FOR ALL!





The role of civil society in promoting 
community energy:

- advocacy

 - education and inspiration (in theory CSOs do not treat information as comodity)

 -  “bundling” and assistance in the development of community power projects

(substitution for a lack of self-organization capacity)

 - connecting the EU and local level

- assistance to local communities currently dependent on carbon intensive jobs















“300% RES for Western Balkan!” 
campaign

• Influence a public perception and debate on energy transition by elaborating 

and advocating 300% REC energy scenario for WB.

•  Such scenario, in which local renewable sources will not just cover national 

demand, but generate significant income from exporting of green energy to EU 

joint market, can contribute to the public awareness and policy shift in favour of 

energy transition. 

• Special emphasis should be put to possible role of citizens and local 

communities as a possible producers and economic beneficiaries from such 

development opportunity.



LIFE? What happened?







Links to major sources:

• https://www.clingendael.org/sites/default/files/2021-
05/Policy_brief_Green_Agenda_Western_Balkans_Energising_enlargement_Ma
y_2021.pdf

• https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/polls-reveal-citizens-support-
energiewende?pk_campaign=daily_newsletter_2023-11-28&pk_keyword=polls-
reveal-citizens-support-
energiewende&pk_source=newsletter&pk_medium=email&pk_content=title

• https://www.germanwatch.org/sites/default/files/germanwatch_impacts_of_th
e_cbam_on_the_western_balkans_and_ukraine_2023_0.pdf

• https://www.agora-
energiewende.org/fileadmin/Projekte/2021/2021_01_EU_Balkan_Green_Deal/
A-EW_251_CBAM_WB-6_WEB.pdf

• https://bankwatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2022-12-05_The-
Western-Balkan-power-sector.pdf

• https://www.resfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Tackling-the-
Immediate-Challenges-of-Energy-Poverty-in-the-Western-Balkans.-The-possible-
role-for-the-EU.pdf

https://www.germanwatch.org/sites/default/files/germanwatch_impacts_of_the_cbam_on_the_western_balkans_and_ukraine_2023_0.pdf
https://www.germanwatch.org/sites/default/files/germanwatch_impacts_of_the_cbam_on_the_western_balkans_and_ukraine_2023_0.pdf
https://www.germanwatch.org/sites/default/files/germanwatch_impacts_of_the_cbam_on_the_western_balkans_and_ukraine_2023_0.pdf
https://www.germanwatch.org/sites/default/files/germanwatch_impacts_of_the_cbam_on_the_western_balkans_and_ukraine_2023_0.pdf
https://www.germanwatch.org/sites/default/files/germanwatch_impacts_of_the_cbam_on_the_western_balkans_and_ukraine_2023_0.pdf
https://www.germanwatch.org/sites/default/files/germanwatch_impacts_of_the_cbam_on_the_western_balkans_and_ukraine_2023_0.pdf
https://www.germanwatch.org/sites/default/files/germanwatch_impacts_of_the_cbam_on_the_western_balkans_and_ukraine_2023_0.pdf
https://www.germanwatch.org/sites/default/files/germanwatch_impacts_of_the_cbam_on_the_western_balkans_and_ukraine_2023_0.pdf
https://www.germanwatch.org/sites/default/files/germanwatch_impacts_of_the_cbam_on_the_western_balkans_and_ukraine_2023_0.pdf
https://www.agora-energiewende.org/fileadmin/Projekte/2021/2021_01_EU_Balkan_Green_Deal/A-EW_251_CBAM_WB-6_WEB.pdf
https://www.agora-energiewende.org/fileadmin/Projekte/2021/2021_01_EU_Balkan_Green_Deal/A-EW_251_CBAM_WB-6_WEB.pdf
https://www.agora-energiewende.org/fileadmin/Projekte/2021/2021_01_EU_Balkan_Green_Deal/A-EW_251_CBAM_WB-6_WEB.pdf
https://bankwatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2022-12-05_The-Western-Balkan-power-sector.pdf
https://bankwatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2022-12-05_The-Western-Balkan-power-sector.pdf
https://www.resfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Tackling-the-Immediate-Challenges-of-Energy-Poverty-in-the-Western-Balkans.-The-possible-role-for-the-EU.pdf
https://www.resfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Tackling-the-Immediate-Challenges-of-Energy-Poverty-in-the-Western-Balkans.-The-possible-role-for-the-EU.pdf
https://www.resfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Tackling-the-Immediate-Challenges-of-Energy-Poverty-in-the-Western-Balkans.-The-possible-role-for-the-EU.pdf




Thank you for the 
attention

>>

>>

Toni Vidan
toni.vidan@obnovljivi.eu

mailto:toni.vidan@obnovljivi.eu
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